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It's the middle of
January and that means
three things: the Dolphins
had their annual winter
swoon, school is back,
and everyone has already
cheated their New Year's
resolution to diet and
exercise (No, I'm not bitter
about Miami not making
the playoffs).
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has a warm wel-
come for its stu-
dents. Starting Tuesday and run-
ning through Friday, Welcome
Week will offer students activi-
ties ranging from bracelet mak-
ing to a luau at the Village at
Fort Brown. 
This semester, the Dean of
Students Office has chosen
Aloha Scorpions as the
Welcome Week theme.
"The purpose of Welcome
Week is to meet and welcome all
of the new Scorpions on cam-
pus," said Aragelia Salazar-
Figueroa, a student development
specialist with the Dean of
Students Office.
Activities will include Make
your Own Hawaiian Bracelet,
Surf's Up Join a Club Day,
Beach Blanket Casino Night,
hula dancers, limbo contest,










T h r e e
events being held in conjunction
with Welcome Week are the
Veterans Upward Bound and
Veterans Club fund-raising
lunch on Wednesday. Tickets for
the lunch are $4 per plate and
can be purchased in advance at
the Veterans Upward Bound
Office in the old Student Center.
"Thursday is more like a
[multi-] cultural day," Salazar-
Figueroa said. "We are going to
celebrate … the Chinese New
Year."
Also on Thursday, the Martin
Luther King Jr. Celebration





See ‘Welcome,’ Page 6
Enrollment at 10,500; registration extended 
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Freshman physics major Aristotle Ponder pays his spring tuition at the
Business Office on Jan. 13, the deadline to pay.
By Adrian Peña
Staff Writer
A few days before the start of the Spring 2004 semester,
enrollment at UTB/TSC was slightly under last semester's
total but still above the 10,000 mark.
As of 9 a.m. Jan. 15, 10,571 students had signed up for
classes, the Registrar's Office said. That is an increase from
Spring 2003, when 10,005 students registered and a slight
decrease from Fall 2003, when 10,604 students registered. 
Late registration was scheduled to end on Jan. 15, but was
extended through today, officials said.
"We decided that there were students that could benefit
from being able to access the Web and the telephone during
the long [Martin Luther King Jr. holiday] weekend for reg-
istration," said Associate Vice President for Enrollment
Planning Linda Fossen.
Of the 10,571 students that registered by Jan. 15, 769 are
enrolled in graduate classes and 9,789 are enrolled in
undergraduate classes.
A total of 2,214 students registered via Scorpion Online.




A vote on a referendum for a student-financed well-
ness, recreational and fitness complex is set for March 1,
2 and 3.
UTB/TSC student leaders met Jan. 14 in Life and
Health Sciences Building room 1.102 for a presentation
on the proposed facility and to discuss the referendum
campaign launch scheduled for 10 a.m. Wednesday dur-
ing Join-A-Club day at the Gazebos.
See ‘Rec,’ Page 7
When students gradu-
ate from UTB/TSC, their
diplomas now indicate
their major. 
See ‘Enrollment,’ Page 12
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The Southmost Union Junior
College District board of trustees
meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m.
Thursday in the Gorgas Hall board-
room. For more information, call 544-
3879.  
The International Student
Organization will celebrate the
Chinese "Monkey" New Year from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday at the
Gazebos. For more information, call
983-7092.
Susan Shapiro Barash, professor of
critical thinking, gender studies and
screenwriting at Marymount
Manhattan College, will discuss her
most recent book, "Women of Divorce:
Mothers, Stepmothers--The New
Triangle" (New Horizon Press, 2003),
on “Society Under Fire," which airs
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and 3:30 p.m.
Sunday on KMBH-FM (88.9). David
Pearson, professor of sociology in the
Behavioral Sciences Department, hosts
the program.  
"An Evening of Celebration" hon-
oring Martin Luther King Jr. will be
held at 6 p.m. Thursday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall. The keynote speaker will
be Pastor Daniel Hayes of the Corinth
Missionary Baptist Church in
Harlingen. Admission is free. For more
information, call 574-6643. 
The International Students
Organization will meet at noon Friday
in the Student Union's Bougainvillea
room. For more information, call 983-
7092.
The Gorgas Science Society will
meet at 1 p.m. Friday in Life and
Health Sciences room 2.804. For more
information, contact club president
Enrique Saldivar III at
Derth812@awesomenet.net.
Club Cultural Latinoamericano
will meet at 3 p.m. Friday in the
Student Union's Bougainvillea room.
For more information, call Aragelia
Salazar-Figueroa at 554-5113. 
The Steinway Concert featuring
pianist Richard Urbis will be held at 8
p.m. Saturday in the SET-B Lecture
Hall. Urbis is an associate professor in
the Fine Arts Department. Admission
is $10 per person and $5 for students
with valid ID. For more information,
call 983-7025.
The Fort Brown Memorial Center
will celebrate its 50th anniversary at 10
a.m. Jan. 26 in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. For more information, call
983-7945. 
Project C.I.E.L.O. will sponsor
Learning Style workshops from noon
to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 4 p.m. Jan. 27
and 28 in Tandy Hall room 114. For
more information, call 544-8292.
Brenda Nettles Riojas, director of
relations for the Catholic Diocese of
Brownsville, will sign her new book,
"A Journey of Faith: the Catholic
Church in the Rio Grande Valley,"
from 2 to 3 p.m. Jan. 28 at the Arnulfo
L. Oliveira Memorial Library's Hunter
Room. Proceeds from the sale of her
book, available at the event, will bene-
fit the diocese. Refreshments will be
served. The event is sponsored by the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Literary Society.
For more information, call 983-7410.
The Affetti Musicali Chorale
Ensemble will perform at 8 p.m. Jan.
31 at St. Mary's Church, 1914 Barnard
Rd. Admission is $10 for adults, $7 for
senior citizens and children, and $3 for
UTB/TSC students with ID. For more
information, call 983-7945. 
The Student Activities Office will
sponsor the second annual "Scorpion
Super Bowl Bash" at 3 p.m. Feb. 1 in
the Student Union's Gran Salon. There
will be free refreshments and give-
aways. For more information, call 554-
5137.
If you would like your club, organi-
zation or department news published in
the briefs section, call Briefs reporter
Priscilla Garcia at 554-5143, e-mail
her at collegian@utb.edu or visit The
Collegian office, located in Student
Union Room 1.28. The deadline for the
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The Collegian is the student news-
paper serving the University of Texas
at Brownsville and Texas Southmost
College. The newspaper is widely
distributed on a campus of more than
10,000 students, and is a member of
the Texas Intercollegiate Press
Association.
All letters must be typed,
saved on disk and no longer
than 250 words. Letters must
include the name, classification
and phone number of letter
writer or the letter cannot be
published. Opinions expressed
in The Collegian are those of
the writers and do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of The
Collegian or UTB/TSC admin-
istrators. The editor reserves
the right to edit letters for
grammar and content.
Letters for The Collegian can
be sent to:
Letters to the Editor Policy
The Collegian
Student Union Room 1.28
80 Fort Brown  Brownsville, TX 78520
phone: (956) 554-5143  fax: (956) 554-5176
e-mail: collegian@utb.edu
Nominations requested for TSC Alumnus Award
The public is invited to submit
names of deserving candidates for the
Texas Southmost College
Distinguished Alumnus Award. To
request a nomination form, call the
TSC District Office at 544-3879. The
deadline to submit a nomination is
Feb. 14.
Last year, Elena Longoria Marin,
M.D., and Maria Alma Solis, Ph.D.,
shared the honors. Marin is a practic-
ing pediatrician and serves as the exec-
utive director for Su Clinica Familiar
in Harlingen. Solis is a research ento-
mologist with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D.C. In
1993, TSC began the tradition of hon-
oring one of its own. 
The recipient will be honored during
the 2004 Spring Commencement cere-
monies in May. 
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TIMES CHANGE, MARKETS CHANGE,
INVESTMENT STRATEGIES CHANGE 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING?
LD4310-05/03
Health BeatMajor now specified on graduates' diplomas
When students graduate from
UTB/TSC, their diplomas now indi-
cate their major. 
Before the December 2003 com-
mencement, diplomas only indicated
general information such as "bache-
lor's degree" or "associate's degree."
But several students successfully
pushed for a diploma that is more
specific.
Student Government Association
President Edward Camarillo said that
previously, only the student's tran-
script would specify the discipline or
major. 
"Students wanted to know if it was
possible for Student Government to
work with administration and see how
we could alter that," Camarillo said.
Camarillo said the Student
Government Association did some
research and looked at what other
universities do; they found out that
other institutions specify the disci-
pline, but the students get their diplo-
ma weeks after graduation.
He said that about a year ago, the
SGA met with Dimitrios
Sotiropoulos, former dean of the
College of Science, Mathematics and
Technology, and with Ruth Ann
Ragland, associate vice president for
Academic Affairs, and discussed the
issue.
Last November, Ragland informed
the SGA that starting with
December's commencement, the
diplomas would reflect the change.
The process took about a year,
Camarillo said
"Not only is it going to specify that
[major], but they are not going to
have to worry about waiting six to
eight weeks, they are going to get [the
diploma] right there and then," he
said.
Linda Fossen, associate vice presi-
dent for Enrollment Planning, said
her office and the deans from
UTB/TSC's five schools and colleges
received requests on the matter from
many students.
"We were hearing strong input from
students asking that we consider put-
ting the major on the diplomas, so
after working with the Registrar's
Office we made the determination
that that made sense," Fossen said.
Registrar Albert Barreda said, "The
general categories of bachelor's
degrees or associate degrees and so
forth, depending on what discipline or
what college or school they earned
the diploma from--that still gets print-
ed on the diploma but beyond that,
the actual major and the program of
study goes printed on … so it's a lot
more specific."
Fossen described the procedure on
campus for the approval of major
changes. 
"We discussed it initially with the
Enrollment Planning directors and
then we discussed it in Dean’s
Council. … Then we took it to
Provost's Council, where all of the
vice presidents meet and then finally
we took it to Executive Council,




Erica Ureste-Ramírez shows off her bachelor of science in criminal jus-
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Student Soapbox
"My New Year's resolution was to
stop smoking and I have successfully
done so, so far."
--Ashley Beane
Freshman
"Well, so far my first year in college
was great and so far I have a 4.0 GPA
so I plan to hopefully try hard in
school and keep it up."
--Erica Garcia
Sophomore math major
"I have no New Year's resolution [and
so] I'm not keeping it."
--Peter Magana
Junior psychology major
What is your New Year's resolution and have
you kept it?
--Compiled by Analiz González
"My New Year's resolution was to
lower my cholesterol and I'm trying




When he was locked up in the Birmingham, Ala., jail, the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. wrote "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."  Nowhere is this truer
than in the stark racial disparities meted out by our nation's juvenile justice system.
In December, the National Institute of Drug Abuse announced that drug use among
teenagers fell markedly over the last two years.  Its "Monitoring the Future" survey of
nearly 50,000 students showed double-digit declines in drug use between 2001 and
2003.
What were not highlighted in NIDA's press release were the startling--and counter-
intuitive--racial disparities in self-reported drug use among teenagers.  According to
the survey, black "seniors have consistently shown lower usage rates of most drugs,
licit and illicit, than white seniors; this is also true at the lower-grade levels where few
have dropped out of school."
The survey found that white high school seniors used cocaine over the previous 30
days at six times the rate of black seniors and crack cocaine at three times the rate of
blacks.  The 2002 National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, a separate survey,
reports that white youth are also 30 percent more likely to have sold drugs over the
last year than black youth.
Meanwhile, although our nation's two leading surveys show that white youth are
substantially more likely to use and sell drugs than black youth, black teenagers are
exponentially more likely to be incarcerated for drug offenses than white youth.  
A report released in 2000 by the Building Blocks for Youth initiative found that
black youth represented 39 percent of drug cases petitioned for adult court, but 63 per-
cent of cases tried as adults for drug offenses.  Of youth locked up in juvenile facili-
ties for the first time for a drug offense, the admission rate for black youth was an
astonishing 48 times that of white youth; the rate for Latinos was 13 times the rate of
whites.  In Chicago, 99 percent of the youth automatically tried as adults for drug
crimes from 1999 to 2000 were black.  
In the face of these startling statistics, some communities are taking action to reduce
racial disparities in their juvenile justice systems, and are finding that they can have
better public safety outcomes as well.  Officials in Multnomah County (Portland),
Ore., have worked with the Annie E. Casey Foundation for the last decade to address
the overrepresentation of youth of color in their detention center.  They implemented
objective risk screening criteria to separate youth who needed to be confined from
those who didn't, helping to eliminate subjective bias from that key decision.  County
officials also bolstered defense representation and created new detention alternatives
in collaboration with community-based nonprofits.
The results have been impressive.  Although youth of color were a third more like-
ly to be detained as white youth in 1996, now youth of all races and ethnicities are
detained in Multnomah County at virtually identical rates.  The overall number of
detained youth has dropped by 66 percent. Most important, youth crime in
Multnomah is down 43 percent and youth re-arrests and failures to appear have also
declined.  
Efforts similar to Portland's are now under way throughout the country.  The minor-
ity youth population in detention in the Casey Foundation's two other model sites--
Santa Cruz, Calif., and Cook County, Ill.,--dropped by 50 percent and 33 percent
respectively from 1996 to 2000.  
The foundation is helping juvenile justice officials in Delaware, Georgia, Illinois,
New Hampshire, New Mexico, Virginia, Idaho, Maryland, New Mexico, Washington
and California to replicate their "Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative."  Last
year, the C. Haywood Burns Institute was founded specifically to reduce the overrep-
resentation of youth of color in their juvenile justice systems; they have already been
invited to work with juvenile justice officials in 14 large urban counties throughout
the country. 
In 2002, the Justice Department reported that, if incarceration rates stay at current
levels, nearly one in three black boys born in 2001 (today's 3-year-olds) would go to
prison at some time in their life; the figure for Latino boys was one in six.  
While there is still obviously plenty of bad news about racial disparities in
America's justice system, policy-makers should look to the promising approaches
emerging around the country to address what has become one of the most pressing
civil rights issues of the young millennium. 
Vincent Schiraldi is executive director of the Justice Policy Institute. Readers may
write to him at: Justice Policy Institute, 4455 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite B-500,
Washington, D.C. 20008; Web site: www.justicepolicy.org.
America's juvenile justice 
system in black and white
By Vincent Schiraldi
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'Bart Generation' is potential election jackpot, experts say
Far more young people can identify
Bart Simpson's hometown than can
name the political party of their state's
governor, according to a recent nation-
al survey. It's enough to make Bart's
dad, Homer, slap his forehead and
shout, "D'oh!"
Will the Barts ever get smart about
politics? Stay tuned. 
A combination of factors has sparked
the interest of young people in politics-
-from a surge of civic involvement
after Sept. 11, 2001, to intense interest
in the war in Iraq and what's happening
with the economy. 
Along with a voter registration blitz
and Internet-savvy political cam-
paigns, the heightened interest could
produce a spike in young voters this
year, political analysts and organizers
said. 
"It's a politically charged environ-
ment in the country.  I think young peo-
ple really have a better sense now of
how government affects their lives,"
said Hans Riemer, director of the
Washington office of Rock the Vote, a
nonpartisan organization that registers
young people to vote.
The potential impact is huge--young
Americans between the ages of 18 and
24 number 23.9 million of the voting
electorate. 
Polls and studies show that this age
group does not have a strong attach-
ment to any party. Their unpredictabil-
ity makes them a potent wild card in
this election. 
Young people also hold great appeal
for political parties locked in a tight
battle for long-term power--in the
White House and the statehouse. An
investment in them now could pay off
with loyal voters in future races.
"There is that toothpaste analogy--if
you get them to buy Crest, they might
buy it for the rest of their lives," said
Alison Byrne Fields, a political con-
sultant and a former chief strategist for
Rock the Vote.
Democrats can no longer count on
winning margins among young voters,
according to an October survey by
Harvard University's Institute of
Politics. More than twice as many
young people identified themselves as
Republican or independent than
Democrat. The findings also showed a
more conservative outlook among
youth. 
"The young voter is definitely up for
grabs," said institute director Dan
Glickman, a former congressman. "If
Democrats think they've got this group
locked up because of the past, they're
dead wrong."
All age groups show a decline in vot-
ing participation. But it's more pro-
nounced with younger people, "and
that has implications for the future,"
says Ivan Frishberg of the New Voters
Project, a non-partisan effort sponsored
by the
G e o r g e
Washington University Graduate
School of Political Management and
the state Public Interest Research
Groups.
With the exception of an upswing in
1992--President Bill Clinton's first
election--turnout among young voters
has fallen by about one-third over the
last 30 years. Just 36 percent of young
people ages 18 to 24 voted in the 2000
presidential election. Young people say
they don't vote because politicians
don't pay attention to them, and politi-
cians say they don't pay attention to
young people because they don't vote.
"It's a mutual cycle of neglect, which
is obviously a huge factor," in their
voting rate, Frishberg said.
Young people have three strikes
against them, Frishberg said:
Because they move around a lot, they
often don't show up on direct mail lists,
which politicians routinely use to com-
municate with voters.
Tracking down young voters, regis-
tering them and motivating them to go
to the polls is time consuming and
expensive.
And in the end, it's hard to predict
how they'll vote. "If you don't know if
they're going to vote for you, any cam-
paign consultant will say, 'Forget about
By David Tarrant
Dallas Morning News Culture Clash
82 percent: could identify Homer Simpson's hometown (Springfield)
64 percent: could identify the winner of American Idol (Ruben Studdard)
48 percent: could identify their governor's political party
40 percent: could name which party controls Congress (Republican)
22 percent: could name the party that controls their state's legislature 
10 percent: could identify the speaker of the U.S. House (Dennis Hastert)
A national survey found that among the 15-26 crowd:
Source: National Conference of State Legislatures
Distributed by Knight Ridder/Tribune Information Services.
See, ‘Generation,’ Page 10
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Spring Rush Extended Hours 
Save On Textbooks 
At Two Locations!
1455 International Blvd. 
550-9890
1767 Boca Chica Blvd.
542-1902
Monday, January 19 
8:30 a.m - 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 20 through January 22 
8:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Friday. January 23rd
8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Monday, January 26
8:30 a.m - 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, January 19 
7:30 a.m - 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 20 through January 22 
7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Friday. January 23rd
7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Monday, January 26
7:30 a.m - 7:30 p.m. 
Brownsville Women’s Clinic
Physicians Certified by the American Board of Obstetrics & Gynecology




100-B E. Alton Gloor Blvd. Ste. 150 • Brownsville, TX 78526
350-0007
F. Javier Del Castillo, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Ramiro Munoz, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Vikki Presas, R.N., W.H.N.P.
Do you worry about how you appear?
Do you often feel what you do is never good enough?
Do you tend to be a perfectionist and self-critical?
Do you feel an intense need for approval from others?
Do you feel anxious or nervous throughout the day?
Do you have a tendency to ignore signs of stress?
If you answered YES to all these questions, then it’s time
to be part of an Anxiety Reduction & Management Group.
You may learn ways to take care of yourself, become assertive,
set boundaries, and improve your self-esteem. The group meets
from 10:30 a.m. to noon each Tuesday in Tandy Hall 205.
Now is the day to take charge of your life!
CHRIS AGUILAR/COLLEGIAN
B Lecture Hall.
Throughout the week, there will be
giveaways such as hats, leis, neck-totes
and water bottles. Students who attend
one or more of the Welcome Week
events are eligible to participate in a
drawing for a weekend stay on South
Padre Island.
"They have to fill out a form in every
event and then on Friday at the Luau,
we are going to pick a name from those
forms," Salazar-Figueroa said about
the drawing for the stay at the Island.
In order to be eligible to win, partic-
ipants must be present at the luau in the
Village at Fort Brown.
Welcome
Continued from Page 1
The desk of Debra Ann Perez, administrative secretary for the Dean of
Students Office, sports tropical decorations. Welcome Week, organized by
the Dean of Students, will feature a Hawaiian atmosphere with the theme
“Aloha Scorpions.”
Contact Ricardo Ayala III at rayala@utb.edu
or call (956) 544-8292 for more information.
Plaza Square
Motor Lodge
“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME”
Large Meeting Area
Pool,  Restaurant & Lounge
Free Coffee & Snack for Breakfast




Fax and copying services
10 percent discount with university ID
Rooms From $2900
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"You as student leaders are going to
have to promote and give very con-
vincing arguments why you, the stu-
dents, need to tax yourselves to build
this facility," said Vince Solis, direc-
tor of Student Activities and
Residence Life. "When you convey
the message to the students, you real-
ly have to explain the concept that
there is a facility, a building dedicat-
ed just for students.  You will have to
explain the fitness, the wellness and,
more importantly, the recreational
components of the complex."
Plans for the complex began last
fall when a group of students, who
adopted the nickname of the 'Rec-ing
Crew,' visited different universities in
Texas to see the recreational facilities
available to students.
"One of the things that hit me was
that after we had just seen about six
facilities we returned to our campus
and saw students playing soccer in
the tennis courts at the dorms," said
Edward Camarillo, president of the
Student Government Association,
which passed a resolution on Nov. 21
to conduct a referendum on building
the complex.
In order for the complex fee to
become official, the majority of stu-
dents must vote to accept it, Dean of
Students Mari Fuentes-Martin said.
"When a university wants to imple-
ment a fee to students, [they] must
approve in order for it to become offi-
cial," Fuentes-Martin said. "If the stu-
dents pass this fee, we can go to the
legislature next year and say, 'Look,
the students have already passed this
referendum.'"
A recreational sports facility would
cost between $8.5 million and $35
million, depending on the facility,
Solis said. The complex could include
large weight rooms, basketball courts,
indoor soccer, large fitness rooms, a
swimming pool, sand volleyball, out-
door courts, cardio equipment, an
indoor jogging track and sports clubs.
"Realistically, we're looking at an
$8.5 million to a $9 million facility,"
Solis said. "The minimum fee that we
would have to charge students …
would be $79 [per] long semester." 
The $79 compulsory fee would give
the university $2.1 million per year,
$1 million of which would go to the
payment of the facility and $1.1
would go to operations, he said.
"It is going to be important to sell
this notion," Camarillo told the group
of about 50 students. "We're building
for the future, for the next genera-
tion."
If the referendum passes, and the
Texas Legislature approves it, the fee
would be implemented in the Fall of
2005, the complex would be built in
20 to 24 months and it would be com-
pleted by early 2007, university offi-
cials said.
Students attending the meeting
agreed that gaining student votes will
be a challenge.
"I remember that during the [2002]
bond election there was a lot of nega-
tive comments in the classrooms
because [students] didn't have any
clue about what it was," said Ignacio
Salazar, head resident at the Village at
Fort Brown. "They were worried
because they would get taxed, but
they never knew what was going to be
done with that money. The most
important part in this campaign is get-
ting the information to the students to
sell the idea."
Voting will take place in Tandy,




Purpose: To promote chess, logi-
cal thinking and academic excel-
lence on campus and in the commu-
nity.
President: Patricia Sanchez




Sponsors: Vince Solis and Eloy
Alvarez
Meetings: At noon Wednesdays
in the Student Union's
Bougainvillea room.
Community service: Offer free
chess lessons and tutoring to the
university and the community. The
club donated food, party bags and a
piñata to an orphanage in
Matamoros during Christmas.
Requirements: An interest in
chess.
For more information: Contact
Sanchez at
patriciasanchez5@msn.com
--Compiled by Priscilla Garcia
MARIA DURON/COLLEGIAN
Members of the Chess Club are (front row, from left) Arturo
Alvarado., historian; Ricardo Acevedo, secretary; Patricia
Sanchez, president; Jaime Flores, vice president and Edward
Camarillo, treasurer. Middle row: Luis Gutierrez, Josie Jasso and
Patricia Perez. Back row: Luis Muñoz, Erick Vallarino and Hugo
Perez.
Rec
Continued from Page 1
Students are 'cast members'
at Walt Disney World
Thirty-eight UTB/TSC students
have been accepted into the Walt
Disney World College program, which
combines education and work experi-
ence.
"The program is designed to build
transferable skills, including relation-
ship building, problem solving, and
written and verbal communication,"
said Beatriz Becerra, counselor for the
Career Services Department and the
program's internship coordinator. "It
offers students to explore networking
opportunities at the Disney Resort, to
earn real-world experience, to make
friends from all over the world and to
enjoy privileges of being a 'Cast' mem-
ber--having free theme park admis-
sions and discounts that cover resorts,
merchandise and more."
Becerra said students can take online
classes through the program while
gaining experience as an intern.
Students must first apply and attend a
presentation/interview and, if accept-
ed, will be notified within two to three
weeks.
"We [interns] had to take an eight-
hour-long course just on what the com-
pany is and what you need to do as a
'cast member'--to give guest service,"
Disney College program representa-
tive and senior psychology major
Monica Lopez said. "It's a magical
experience you want [resort visitors] to
remember."
Lopez interned at the Walt Disney
Resort in Florida twice, during Spring
2001 and Summer 2002.
"I [was in] merchandise the first
time [I went] and then the second time
I [was in] quick service food and bev-
By Priscilla Garcia
Staff Writer
See ‘Disney,’ Page 11
Student Activities and Residence
Life Director Vince Solis shows
transparencies with information
on recreational sport facilities to
students during the meeting held
Jan. 13
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
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Brownsville Coffee Shop #2
OPEN 24 HOURS
Breakfast  ·   Lunch   ·  Dinner
542-9650
3230 International Blvd. Brownsville, Texas
Clearance to make room for
New Arrivals 
40% Discount
with coupon on All
Serving Brownsville Since 1974
Mon. - Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Sun. 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
El Pueblito Shopping Center
Right Next to Bennigan’s
1425 FM 802 Suite E
Brownsville, Texas
Civic Engagement sponsors BISD voting program
University officials have high expec-
tations for Kids Voting USA, a pro-
gram UTB/TSC is sponsoring for the
Brownsville School District.
The national program teaches stu-
dents in grades K-12 "the basics of
good citizenship: to know issues, can-
didates, vote and hold the elected
accountable," said Father Armand
Mathew, executive director of the Kids
Voting USA initiative here.
The program started when three
Arizona businessmen who went to
Costa Rica during election time dis-
covered the secret of the country's high
voter turnout.
The businessmen noticed that Costa
Rican adults "take their children with
them when they vote, and they grow up
with that," Mathew said.
Kids Voting USA gives children an
opportunity to accompany their parents
when they vote and allows them to
practice voting themselves "in booths
which are placed next to the adult vot-
ing booths," he said.
Voter turnout hovers around 10 per-
cent in Brownsville, Mathew said, but
"the hope is for the increase to begin
immediately and continue … to
increase from 10 to 15 to 20 to 50 to 80
percent."
On Nov. 4, BISD entered into a part-
nership with the UTB/TSC Center for
Civic Engagement and signed a memo-
randum of understanding in which the
school district will teach students the
Kids Voting USA curriculum, and the
Center will cover the $50,000 cost,
Mathew said.
BISD is the first district to enter into
a partnership with a university in Texas
and UTB/TSC is the first and only uni-
versity in Texas, so far, to sponsor Kids
Voting USA.
Philanthropist Mary Yturria donated
$2,500 for the program's start-up and
Southmost Union Junior College
District trustee Mary Rose Cardenas
donated the $25,000 award she
received from the Association of
Governing Boards of Public
Universities and Colleges for being
named trustee of the year.
Cardenas earned the award because
of "20 years of generous, dedicated,
loyal service to UTB/TSC" as a board
member from 1984-1990 and chair of
the board from 1990-2002.
Mathew said the program still needs
$25,000 for the program, and the
Center is looking for a community
sponsor.
Center officials were to meet with
the Brownsville Association of Non
Public School Administrators
(BANSA) on Jan. 14 to discuss getting
the program into the private schools in
Brownsville.
Mathew said the university's deci-
sion to sponsor Kids Voting USA "will
PHOTO COURTESY MEDIA SERVICES
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García (right) receives a $2,500 check from
philanthropist Mary Yturria to help start the Kids Voting USA project.
Also shown are Father Armand Mathew, executive director of the Kids
Voting USA initiative, and Joseph A. Zavaletta Jr., interim director of the
UTB/TSC Center for Civic Engagement.
By Analiz González
Staff Writer
See ‘Vote,’ Page 10
Keeping it off: Meal replacements
help keep weight off, study finds
Portion-controlled meal replace-
ments can help you maintain signifi-
cant weight loss over 10 years, a recent
study shows.
People who routinely substituted one
meal and one snack with prepackaged
replacements most days were nearly 33
pounds lighter after 10 years than those
in a control group who did not use
meal replacements loss, the study
finds.
The study was presented at the annu-
al meeting of the North American
Association for the Study of Obesity in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. It matched 130
people (44 men and 86 women) using
Slim-Fast diet replacements with 154
people in a control group. Average age
at the start of the study was 40, and
participants were encouraged to exer-
cise.
Participants who routinely used the
meal replacements maintained an aver-
age weight loss of 6 pounds after 10
years while those in the matched group
gained an average of nearly 27 pounds,
says Dr. George Blackburn, director of
the Center for the Study of Nutrition
Medicine at Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center.
Some participants were able to keep
off 35 to 40 pounds over the years, he
says.
Blackburn attributes the success sto-
ries to the fact that people had inex-
pensive and convenient meal substi-
tutes with an established number of
calories.
"With the Slim-Fast replacements,
calories are all counted for you in a
healthy serving size," Blackburn said
in a telephone interview. "You learn
that hunger goes away with smaller
portions."
To lose weight, participants substi-
tuted Slim-Fast products for two regu-
lar meals and one of three daily snacks.
To maintain their weight loss, they
replaced one meal and one snack with
the prepackaged substitutes and were
encouraged to return to the weight-loss
plan whenever they gained more than
By Carolyn Poirot
Knight Ridder Newspapers
See ‘Diet,’ Page 13
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University to receive ‘faster’ Internet 2
UTB/TSC will receive an Internet
service that will allow the university
to connect to other "universities and
research institutes without allowing
any commercial sites on it," a univer-
sity official says. 
On Dec. 18, Dean for Instructional
Support Douglas Ferrier told the
Southmost Union Junior College
District board of trustees that this
Internet, called "Internet 2," is a
"non-commercial network developed
and used for research and the dissem-
ination of information to educational
research agencies."
With Internet 2, UTB/TSC will
send and receive data faster, as well
as "allow the transfer of massive
amounts of information in a matter of
seconds, not hours," he said.
Professor of Computer Sciences
Fitratullah Khan said UTB/TSC cur-
rently pays $56,450 per year for a
regular Internet service of 11 Mbps
[mega bits per second].
He said that beginning this month
UTB/TSC would be paying only
$55,070 per year to receive Internet 2
as well as regular Internet for 16
Mbps. 
Khan explained that the low cost is
due to the fact that the university's
Internet Service Provider switched
from San Antonio to Harlingen.
"The cost of the pipeline that we
were paying from here to San
Antonio … is going to be reduced,"
he said.
The low cost was not anticipated,
so UTB/TSC "had no expectations of
accessing Internet 2 just a year ago,"
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García
said. 
Khan said Internet 2 "is meant for
students, faculty and staff of the uni-
versity."
He said it will provide faster, clean-
er service and will be accessible from
"any computer at UTB/TSC." 
In other business, the board
approved the contract for the sale of
Duffey Plaza to the City of
Brownsville for $1.5 million.
Vice President for Business Affairs
Rosemary Martinez reported on the
audit of the college district for the
fiscal year ending Aug. 31, 2003.
Martinez said there was "nothing in
the audit to indicate that there was
anything to worry about and we had
an unqualified opinion, which is what
you would hope to get."
The audit was conducted by the
firm of Patillo, Brown and Hill.
Trustees unanimously authorized
First Southwest Co., the district's
financial adviser, to prepare a pro-
posal to refinance tax bonds issued in
1994.
A memo to John Ronnau, vice pres-
ident for Administration and
Partnership Affairs, from his associ-
ate vice president, Veronica Mendez,
states that the bonds "are callable on
Feb. 15," making them eligible for
refinancing, and "interest rates are
within 50 basis points from the all-
time record low set in June 2003."
Mendez states that the refunding
would save the district $150,000.
The amount to be refinanced is
$3.6 million. The formal proposal is
to be presented at the board's Jan. 26
meeting.
During the construction report,
Lawrence Löf, said about 10
UTB/TSC students helped in the
restoration of the Andres Cueto
building, located at Madison and
13th streets. Those same students
will be working to help restore
Gorgas Hall.
Löf, who is in charge of the reno-
vation, said the "major pieces" of the
Cueto building have been completed.
"The building will house a variety
of programs currently situated on the
main campus," Vice President for
Administration and Partnership
Affairs John Ronnau told The




A student found a jar of coins, rings
and gold jewelry while installing a
new water line. There are plans to
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Daniel Hayes 
Pastor
Corinth Missionary Baptist Church  
AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION 
Thursday, January 22, 2004 
6:00 p.m.
Science & Engineering Technology Building 
Lecture Hall 
The University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College 
strengthen the bonds between the university and the larger community."
The program's kick-off breakfast will be held at 8 a.m. Feb. 17 in the Alonso
building, located at Sixth and East St. Charles streets in downtown Brownsville.
Speakers will be UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García and Director of Affiliate
Services Cynthia Dunn of the Kids Voting USA National Office.
Vote 
Continued from Page 8
it,''' Frishberg said.
The National Council of State
Governments' survey of young people-
-ages 15 to 26--reported that only 54
percent said it's important to pay atten-
tion to government, compared with 78
percent in the older generations. And
only 66 percent said voting is a neces-
sary quality for being a good citizen,
compared with 83 percent of those in
the older group, according to the sur-
vey, published in October.
"If we don't fix the problem now, it's
a harbinger of decreasing turnout of all
age groups," Frishberg said.
The poor voting record of young
people disguises the fact that many are
involved in volunteering and commu-
nity service. Political analysts say that
shows young people are willing to
become politically active if they feel it
matters.
"All the stories you hear are negative
when it comes to young people. The
tendency is to label them as not car-
ing," said Fields, the political consult-
ant, and author of a study published
last spring by the Carnegie Corp. of
New York called "The Youth
Challenge: Participating in
Democracy." 
Young people are performing volun-
teer community service in record num-
bers, Fields said. "They really do care
but they're taking on different ways to
participate. They want to see that their
actions have some effect."
"A lot of young people look at the
political process and wonder what it
matters to them," she said. "If they
could see how it could help them
achieve their goals, they'd be more
likely to participate."
That's why getting young people reg-
istered is no guarantee they'll show up
on Election Day, said Jack Schnirman,
a director with United Leaders, a non-
profit group trying to motivate college
students into political action. If they
don't feel like they can change the sys-
tem, they'll just stay home, he said.
"Young people are feeling patriotic and
idealistic and want to be called to serv-
ice."
In particular, they don't want to be
patronized. 
"Candidates don't need to pretend to
be hip. They simply need to stand for
something and be clear about it, and
have the guts to tackle the toughest
issues head on.
"Many young people are very con-
cerned about finding a job, affording
health care, student loans, buying a
home, starting a business, the burden
of taxes, and of course, the security of
this country.
"This generation is seeking inspiring
leadership that will unite the nation
with a sense of purpose."
Generation
Continued from Page 5
Advertise in The Collegian. Call 554-5143 for the details.
Harlingen pastor to speak at
Martin Luther King ceremony 
UTB/TSC will celebrate the life of Martin Luther King Jr. with a lecture, poet-
ry and music at 6 p.m. Thursday in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
The university has honored the slain civil rights leader for the last six years with
"An Evening of Celebration." Mathematics Department Chair Deloria Nanze-
Davis and mathematics lecturer Jeffrey Coleman organized this year's event. 
"Usually our program lasts about an hour and a half," Nanze-Davis said. "We
start at 6 p.m., so if children want to go to our program, six to seven-thirty …
they'll still have time to go to bed on time."
Daniel Hayes, pastor of Corinth Missionary Baptist Church in Harlingen, will
deliver the keynote address. Social Sciences Professor Manuel Medrano will read
poetry and the Children Voices of the Valley will perform.
This year's nationwide theme is "Remember, Celebrate, Act." The university
sponsored an essay contest based on the theme. Eighteen students competed and
the top three winners will be recognized at the event. They are graduate English
major Maria Luisa Alvarez, who won first place and $100; senior history major
Carlos A. Ramirez won second place and $50; and freshman business technology
major Ana Guillen won third place and $25. Each will also be presented with a
plaque.
Nanze-Davis noted the importance of honoring King.
"I think it's very important, I mean it's not just Black history, it's everyone's his-
tory because the things he did were for everyone--not totally for blacks," Nanze-
Davis said. "Blacks benefited the most because at that time it was blacks who
were discriminated against. We still have a long way to go because discrimination
has not stopped for any race. Discrimination still goes on." 
Admission to the event is free.
By Priscilla Garcia
Staff Writer
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STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES WELCOMES  
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erage," Lopez said.
After being selected as an intern,
Lopez was allowed to choose three
"top jobs" she was interested in while
in Florida.
"We're all cast members--that's how
they call it," Lopez said, referring to
the resort's employees. "Once you're in
the park, you're onstage and the locker
rooms would be backstage." 
Lopez enjoyed the internship.
"It's fun," she said.  "It's an experi-
ence you get that you wouldn't any-
where else.  You get exposure to a lot
of things."
Others shared similar experiences.
Heather Franzone, senior criminal
justice major and Disney College pro-
gram representative, interned at the
Walt Disney Resort from August 2000
through January 2001.
"It was great, especially meeting
new people and learning about other
cultures," Franzone said.
All interns at the resort are guaran-
teed 30 hours a week at $6 an hour,
Becerra said.
"If the student is enrolled in classes,
they'll work around their schedules,"
she said. The internship program lasts
four months and also offers overtime.
"Housing and transportation is pro-
vided," Becerra said. "The housing's
cost ranges according to the rooms the
apartment has, and transportation to
and from work is free."
Lopez recalled paying $67 weekly
for a three-bedroom apartment.
"It's not that much and plus I didn't
have to pay gas--we are offered many
discounts and admission to all parks
for interns is free," Lopez said.
Interns' transportation to the Walt
Disney World Resort from their home-
town and apartment reservations are
not covered by the program.
Lopez's duties during the program
varied.
"Besides budgeting, I learned to
work with a lot of people," she said.
"There are people from all over the
world there. There's a lot of diversity.
There are about 2,000 college students
living in the resort's apartments per
semester. I also learned to make cotton
candy."
Viridiana Reyna, a sophomore bilin-
gual education major, has been accept-
ed as an intern for the Spring 2004
semester. 
Reyna said her top three internship
choices were merchandise, quick food
and beverages, and housekeeping.  She
got her first choice. She received her
letter of acceptance two weeks after
the interview and was notified of her
job position and responsibilities. 
"I already tried to [enroll for classes]
but the courses they offer don't have
anything to do with my major so I am
giving up a semester," Reyna said.  "I
see this as something new. … I do
mind [losing a semester] but it's only
once. I'm going to talk to the Financial
Aid and Registrar offices so they'll
know I'm not dropping out of school
[and that] I'm only off for a semester."
The internship program's learning
experiences includes courses in
practicum, communications, hospitali-
ty management, experiential learning,
human resource management and
organizational leadership.
Reyna said she will share an apart-
ment with three roommates.
The experience will be new for
Reyna, who has never been away from
home.
"I think it's going to be a real chal-
lenge to live with roommates, different
people, and to know different people.
I'm really looking forward to it."
Junior applied technology major
Carmen Garcia was hired for a mer-
chandising position and left for Florida
on Jan. 12.
"I expect to have fun, meet people
and find contact people. I'm going to
take two classes [offered by the Disney
College program]--human relations
and organizational leadership--and one
UTB/TSC online course," Garcia said. 
Garcia said she is interested in learn-
ing how the Disney Resorts are run.
Among the few interns who are
offered extended internships is Dianna
Rojas, a sophomore pre-law major,
who plans to depart for the Disney
Resort Jan. 28 and return Aug. 20.
She expects the experience to be an
unforgettable adventure and looks for-
ward to meeting new people.
"I'm going to be a lifeguard in one of
the parks at the resort," Rojas said.
"They [representatives] right away told
me I'd be a lifeguard, since I already
had a license.  I got the position right
away."
Extended internships are offered to
those students with special skills, such
as paramedics and lifeguards.
Rojas plans to enroll in courses and,
after arriving in Florida, will audition
for a "life character" position.
Other students who were accepted
into the program for the spring semes-
ter include Marla Elm, Irina Gonzalez,
Beatriz Martinez, Sandra Rivera,
Benjamin Cortez and Juan Aguilar.
Disney
Continued from Page 7




Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20): You will
briefly consider telling someone that he
or she smells, but when you see your
crush walking by, you'll decide it's not
worth the effort.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21): You
will consider yourself unjustly accused
of being overly defensive. 
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): Frustrated
that one of your classmates is arguing
rather than discussing, you will say that
people shouldn't be so defensive
Cancer (June 22-July 22): You will
watch other people embarrass them-
selves and feel less like a klutz, but
while you are distracted, someone will
tape a "kick me" sign to your back.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): You will find
yourself surrounded by busy people and
will nearly go insane from boredom.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 23): Efforts on
your part to think and act more posi-
tively will backfire when people start
taking advantage of you.
Libra (Sept. 24-Oct. 23): You will be
so flattered that a usually crabby friend
is acting very nice to you that you will
not notice it's just an act.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22): You will
learn that acting busy is a good way to
avoid people and seem productive at
the same time. Try not to get caught
reading comics under your textbook.
Gemini (May 22-June 21): While try-
ing out a move you saw on TV, you will
forget to look before you leap and end
up entertaining everyone standing in
the veranda outside El Comedor. 
Taurus (April 21-May 21): The smell
of vomit will follow you around wher-
ever you go.
Aries (March 21-April 20): La
Llorona is after you. 
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19): Out of
curiosity, you will attempt to pronounce
the acronym LHSB and accidentally





















































"The ongoing use of meal replace-
ments allowed study participants to
effectively control the number of calo-
ries they were consuming to success-
fully manage their weight whenever
they needed to over the decade,"
Blackburn says.
He estimates that those who con-
trolled their weight with meal replace-
ments have a 50 percent greater
remaining life expectancy than those
who didn't.
The study is the first in 20 years to
track how well people were able to
control their weight over an extended
period of time. Most diet studies end
after one to four years.
Diet
Continued from Page 8
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Hace 10 años, UTB/TSC y otras
seis universidades y colegios que sir-
ven a estudiantes hispanos de los
Estados Unidos y Puerto Rico se
unieron para formar el Sistema
Educacional Hispano de
Telecomunicaciones.
El programa HETS (por sus siglas
en inglés) fue establecido en un
esfuerzo para crear una red de teleco-
municaciones que permitirá a estudi-
antes hispanos recibir educación
superior y oportunidades de capac-
itación por medio de educación a dis-
tancia.
La administración principal de
HETS se encuentra en la Universidad
de Puerto Rico en San Juan.  Hoy en
día hay 18 instituciones que partici-
pan en el programa incluyendo insti-
tuciones de Colombia.
Por medio del programa HETS los
estudiantes tienen acceso a recursos
educativos y tutoría en línea.
El proyecto más importante de
HETS es la Plaza Virtual, un sitio bil-
ingüe diseñado para crear una comu-
nidad virtual y ayudar a los estudi-
antes a interactuar con el profesorado,
tutores y otros estudiantes por medio
de un servicio de tutoría electrónica.
La tutoría electrónica es un sitio
donde los estudiantes pueden con-
seguir a un tutor en su área específica
de estudios.  Los espacios virtuales
donde los tutores y estudiantes tienen
comunicación en línea se llaman
Salitas de Tutoría.  Las Salitas per-
miten a los estudiantes hispanos
recaudar información de tutores, par-
ticipar en su idioma y obtener carreras
de educación superior.
Durante el semestre del 2003, el
Director Asistente de Educación a
Distancia de UTB/TSC, René Sainz y
los profesores de la facultad de
Ciencia Matemáticas, Ciencia y
Tecnología; Juan Iglesias, Mahmoud
Quweider y Manuel Blanco, alentaron
a sus estudiantes a participar en el
programa de tutoría en línea.  Más de
100 estudiantes de UTB/TSC de
Ciencias Computacionales y
Tecnología Ingenieril participaron y
se beneficiaron con el programa. 
Por medio del programa, estudi-
antes de UTB/TSC fueron puestos en
contacto con 60 tutores profesionales
de la Corporación IBM.  Los estudi-
antes pudieron aprender sobre activi-
dades específicas que realizan los
tutores y de futuras oportunidades en
sus áreas de trabajo.
"Obviamente es de gran ayuda para
estudiantes el hablar con un profe-
sional exitoso en su área de estudio",
dijo Sainz. "Es bueno saber cuales son
las partes más fuertes en el área de
trabajo y la tecnología que usan. ... Es
bueno para establecer contactos".
UTB/TSC recibió un subsidio de
HETS para desarrollar Herramientas
de Aprendizaje En línea, los cuales
son módulos diseñados para ayudar a
los estudiantes en diferentes campos
básicos de computación y software
especial, al igual que técnicas de estu-
dio.  Las Herramientas En línea se
compartirán con la Plaza Virtual
(www.virtualplaza.org) y la comu-
nidad HETS (www.hets.org). Se
espera que en un futuro la tutoría elec-
trónica ofrezca más campos de estu-
dio.
Durante el 10 aniversario de HETS
en junio, a UTB/TSC le fue otorgado
el premio a la Institución Fundadora,
reconociendo la iniciativa de la uni-
versidad por desarrollar el consorcio
HETS; el premio a la Institución
Anfitriona de Asambleas, reconocien-
do a UTB/TSC por patrocinar las
asambleas de HETS en el campus y el
premio al Compañero del Año de
HETS/LAAP en tutoria electrónica,
por su participación y compromiso
con su profesorado, empleados y estu-
diantes.
Sainz recibió el premio al
Coordinador Institucional del
Proyecto HETS/LAAP y el profesor
Iglesias recibió el premio Profesor del
Proyecto HETS/LAAP por haber con-
tribuido y por su ayuda en el desarrol-
lo del programa de tutoría electrónica. 
Cuidando hasta el más mínimo detalle
CHRIS AGUILAR/COLLEGIAN
Cecilio Del Río, jardinero de UTB/TSC, poda los arbustos que se
encuentran fuera del edificio Gorgas para el inicio de este semes-
tre.











Reconocimientos: Lista de la
Rectora   
Pasatiempos: "Leer, arte, ser-
vicio comunitario y pasar tiempo
con mis nietos".
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más
grande? "Mi reto más grande
diría yo, que ha sido el haber ter-
minado mi licenciatura".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a
futuro? "Ser maestra".
Si pudieras cambiar algo de
la universidad, ¿Qué harías?
"El estacionamiento".
Anécdota: "Recuerdo que mi
nieta me preguntó una vez si yo
era maestra y yo le pregunté [el
porque ha su pregunta] y dijo
'Abuelita porque siempre me
estás enseñando [sobre] arte'".
Read the English version of





Editora de Tiempo Nuevo
René Sainz Juan Iglesias
Anúnciate en el Collegian. Llama al 554-5143 para precios
y fechas límites.
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It's the middle of January and that
means three things: the Dolphins had
their annual winter swoon, school is
back, and everyone has already cheated
their New Year's resolution to diet and
exercise (No, I'm not bitter about
Miami not making the playoffs).
I dream about the Dolphins going to
the playoffs and winning the Super
Bowl every December and January.
Relaxing at home on Wild Card week-
end. Beating out the Cinderella team in
the Divisional Playoff. Then dominat-
ing the AFC Championship game so
that there is no doubt in the sports world
that the Dolphins are the team to beat.
I dream about the Monday after the
Super Bowl, receiving congrats from
everyone at work and all my friends. I
proudly smile back and give thanks to
them knowing that my team--my Miami
Dolphins--are the World Champs and
there isn't anything anyone can do or
say about it 'til the following season. 
I dream of all these things. Then
again, I also dream about marrying
Heather Locklear, the Cubs winning the
World Series, as well as growing six
inches in height overnight so I can have
the chance to play professional basket-
ball or football. And those things prob-
ably aren't happening either. 
No, I'm not bitter.
I made a bet last spring with my
cousin Scott that Miami would win
their division and end up with a better
record than the Cowboys. It was an easy
40 bucks! I couldn't believe that he even
took the bet. It was like getting handed
an Ace and a face card in blackjack, I
couldn't lose!  The Cowboys getting a
better record than the Dolphins, there
was just no way!  (All you Cowgirls
and Cowboys reading this little section
remember that this bet took place in the
summertime. So save that tomato toss
because no one, and I mean no one,
thought they were going to have the
season they did. And no, I'm not bitter.)
So there I was sitting on my couch
waiting for the kick to go up, locked
into the TV like the people that had the
"Enigma Box" in "Batman Forever."
Then up it went and as it was halfway
through I bowed my head in defeat. Yes,
it was only the first game, but I knew it
was an indication of the team's fate
throughout the rest of the season. And
to my dismay, I was right.
Not even in my craziest of nightmares
could I have found myself sitting on my
couch (I never really sit, most of the
time I'm standing up yelling expletives
and critiquing everything that happens
on the field) on week 17 in a game
against the Jets that didn't involve the
playoffs implications or any of my bets!
I am playoff-less for the second straight
year and 40 bucks in the hole. I would
have preferred a lump of coal, but
thanks anyway, Santa. 
You know what? It's a new year and I
shouldn't be dwelling on the past! It's
time to look forward to the future and
smile. It's time to get on that treadmill,
be on time to class, pick the underdog to
win the Super Bowl and never again hit
that snooze button!
All right, who am I kidding? I'm
going to be late to class, I'm going to
root for the team that everyone hates
and I'm going to think about Miami's
swoon 'til next season. I hope Phil sees
his shadow and we have six more
weeks of cold weather! And no, I'm not
… all right, I am bitter.
Scorpions looking to be in the conference mix
Scorpion baseball is back and ready
to make some noise in the conference.
Second-year Head Coach Eliseo
Herrera is now settled in and has
loaded up for this upcoming season as
well as the future.
Last year the Scorpion ball club was
a dismal 10-32, due mostly to the fact
that Herrera was not given an ample
amount of time to recruit. He has now
had a full off-season to work with and
couldn't be happier with his recruiting.
"It was very, very successful,"
Herrera said. "All of our players, from
the top scholarship to the walk-ons,
are all important and one of the
biggest acquisitions was pitching
coach Aaron Biddle."
Biddle is from Burlington, Ky., and
has pitched for St. Catharine College
and the University of Kentucky at
Wesleyan. 
"His responsibility takes a lot of
pressure off me, there are not enough
hours in the day to get everything done
and he is a huge help," Herrera said.
Some of the notable recruits are
"potential draft picks," such as fresh-
man outfielder Osiel Flores from
Sharyland High School and freshman
shortstop Kyle Jones from Cinco
Ranch High School in the Houston
suburb of Katy.      
Another great pickup was pitcher
Charlie Ibarra from Lopez High
School, who throws 90-m.p.h. heat.
After last year's debacle, Herrera
said that he was looking to be compet-
itive this year. After some heavy
recruiting he feels extremely confident
that the Scorpions will be in the mix.
His goals for the season are to make
the Region 14 tournament and to do
that, the team must finish in the top
four in the conference. The winner of
that will go on to the National Junior
College Athletic Association College
World Series.
"San Jacinto College was in the
World Series last year and have about
five National titles," Herrera said.
"Blinn has exceptional teachers and
great instructions of the game and
Wharton and Alvin have a solid pitch-
ing staff that can shut down anyone."
Herrera also talked about some of
the team's strengths.
"Defense--we can throw it and catch
it very well and our pitching staff is
looking good. Our top three hitters
you could say are in the top 25 in the
conference and we have other solid
hitters as well, so that gives us a
chance."
Sophomore and second-year pitcher
Jorge Varela felt very positive about
the changes and additions of this
year's team.
"We work hard, we are more disci-
plined and guys are responsible for
their own actions," Varela said. "We
are just waiting for the season to
start."  
The Scorpions will open up the sea-
son with the annual Alumni game on
the Scorpion Field at noon Saturday.
The team's first official game will be
in Galveston on Jan. 31, when it plays
a double-header against the Galveston
College Whitecaps.






Scorpion J.C. Cortez, a freshman nursing major, loosens up his arms
during a practice at Scorpion Field.
Cystal Baller thought Miami’s vic-
tory on Thanksgiving would send
them to playoffs and to a better
record than the Cowboys.
KRT
Advertise in the Collegian. 
Call 554-5143 
for details.
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Students who attend one or more of the events
will be eligible to participate in a drawing of a
2-night stay at South Padre Island. Drawing 
will be held during the Cowabunga Luau & Pep Rally.
Students must be present to win. 
